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END CUBA EMBARGO  

 
President Bharrat Jagdeo has called on President 

Barack Obama to end Americaôs 46-year-old embargo 

against Cuba. 

 

Commending President Obama on his ñenlightenedò 

policies, including those on climate change, President 

Jagdeo said that there are many issues on which       

people have high expectations from President Obama 

and ñwe hope he would remove the embargo against 

Cubaò. 

 

President Jagdeo said that at the triennial summit    

between CARICOM and Cuba held in Havana, in   

December 2008, CARICOM leaders ñwere very     

appreciative of the support that Cuba gives to the    

region, particularly in education and healthò. 

 

He added that Cubaôs assistance is critical in building 

human resources, emphasising that a few countries in 

the region would not ever have a functional health 

system without Cubaôs help. 

 

President Jagdeo said: ñwe think it is time to end this 

anachronism. Itôs the last vestige of the Cold War and 

we need to end that in the hemisphereò.  

 

It should be noted that 180 member countries of the 

United Nations General Assembly voted for an end to 

the embargo. Only three member countries inclusive 

of the USA, opposed the resolution. 
 

 
 

 

 

2009 National Budget 
 

The Minister of Finance, Honourable Dr Ashni Singh, tabled 

the national budget of G$128.9 billion on 9 February in the 

National Assembly. With the theme - ñWorking together - 

Reinforcing Resilienceò the budget reflected an increase of 

8.1per cent over last yearôs of G$119.3 billion.  
 

In his presentation, the Minister urged Guyanese ñto exercise 

caution and prudenceò as the country seeks to navigate the 

way forward, further emphasising that the road ahead would 

not be easy for small vulnerable economies if the ñchaos and 

turmoilò which obtains currently in the global financial 

system is anything to judge by. 
 

This yearôs budget targets four broad areas -  Real Domestic 

Product under which falls the Agriculture, Industry and 

Services sectors; Monetary Policy inflation; Balance of 

Payments; and Targets for the Non-Financial Public sector 

which address the operations of Central Government and 

Public Enterprises. 
 

Projections for 2009 
 

¶ Growth targeted at 4.7 per cent. 
 

¶ Inflation rate projected to be 5.2 per cent. 
 

¶ Current revenue projected at G$90.3B, an increase of 

9.5 per cent from 2008. 
 

¶ Exports expected to garner US$763.5M. 
 

¶ Sugar sector expected to produce 290,000 tonnes, a 

28.2 per cent increase over 2008. 
 

¶ Rice sector targeted to produce 306,156 tonnes. 
 

¶ Livestock sector expected to grow by 3 per cent. 
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Contôd from page 1 
 

2009 National Budget 
 

¶ Non-tradi t ional  sector      

expected to grow by 3 per 

cent. 

 

¶ Services growth of four per 

cent expected in the       

t r a n s p o r t  a n d                  

communications sector; 

growth of 3.5 per cent in the 

distribution sector; growth 

of four per cent in financial 

services; other services 

rental/dwellings by two and 

1.5 per cent respectively. 

 

¶ E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d              

construction are expected to 

grow by 3.5 per cent. 

 

Allocations to sectors 
 

¶ Education - G$20.4B 

 

¶ Health -  G$12.8B 

 

¶ Housing -  G$1.6B 

 

¶ Water - G$3.8B 

 

¶ Security -  $G13.6B 

 

¶ Infrastructural Projects-  

G$7B 

 

¶ Technology park - G$800M 

 

¶ Industrial parks - G$500M 

(Belvedere/Eccles/Lethem) 

 

¶ Judicial system - G$1.8B 
 

The budget provided for no new 

taxes this year. 
 

 

 

 

own 11 per cent of the shares in 

the Company to be called the 

Guyana Alumina Incorporated, 

while Bosai will own 89 per cent 

of the shares. 

 

Providing the media with an        

overview of the project, Bosai     

Manager for International Projects 

Mr Jing Kun Fang said that in 

January last year a delegation 

from the Company made the    

p roposa l  to  the  Guyana           

Government to build an   alumina 

refinery in Linden. 

 

Mr Jing noted that the feasibility 

study undertaken by Bosai has to 

be completed and be approved by 

the Government by June 2009. 

 

Construction of the refinery is      

expected to commence by the end 

of 2009. He said ñthis was a      

difficult time for any project of 

this size so we want to have some 

flexibility for construction starting 

dateò. 
 

 

G$1.7B Bottling Plant 
 

A G$1.7B agreement was signed 

at the end of November 2008    

between CARICOM Bottling Inc 

under the Safeco Group of     

Companies and a Venezuelan 

Company, Mundial Haquinas CA, 

for the construction of a state-of-

the-art bottling plant. 

 

 

 

 
 GUYANA OFFICE FOR  

INVESTMENT  

(GO-INVEST)  
 

The Guyana Office for              

Investment (GO-INVEST) has 

redesigned its website to a more 

u s e r  f r i e n d l y  a n d                  

comprehensive format. It      

includes information on export 

promotion and has links to 

many websites in  Guyana. 
 

You can now visit GO-INVEST 

at: www.goinvest.gov.gy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Uranium Exploration  
 
The Canadian uranium exploration 

Company, U308 Corp, is optimistic 

about discovering uranium in    

commercial quantity in Guyana. 

 

In a press release on 27 January, the 

Company said the initial uranium 

resource estimate in the Kurupung 

area is 5.8 million pounds.  

 

President and Chief Executive     

Officer of U308 Corp, Richard 

Spencer, said that the initial        

resource estimate conducted by an       

independent consulting firm is ñan 

important milestone, and marks the 

first of our basement-hosted        

uranium targets to advance to     

resource definitionò. 

 

Mr Spencer further said: 

ñMineralisation at Aricheng South 

and Aricheng North remains open 

for expansion, and further drilling 

has the potential to considerably 

increase this initial resource figure. 

Our focus is now to determine 

whether other mineralised structures 

in the Kurupung Batholith can    

contribute to significant larger     

uranium resourceò. 

 

Alumina Plant for Linden  
 

The construction of an alumina   

refinery plant in Guyana moved one 

step closer with the signing of an 

agreement between Bosai Minerals 

Group (a Chinese Company) and 

the Guyana Government. 

 

The US$1B project represents the 

single largest investment in Guyana 

and is a joint venture between Bosai 

Mineral Group and the Guyana 

Government.   The Government will    

   

ECONOMICECONOMICECONOMIC   
NEWSNEWSNEWS   

 

Guyanese Proverb: When yuh 

deh in bad luck wet paper self ah 

cut yuh. 
 

Meaning: A spell of misfortune 

causes our whole outlook to be 

bleak. The smallest incident can 

cause us to feel hurt. 
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The initial phase of the G$5B     

investment which covers a 3-year    

period, is expected to be completed 

before April this year. 
 

T h e  p ro j ec t  wi l l  p ro v id e               

employment for approximately 250 

persons. 

 

Chief Executive Officer of       

CARICOM Bottling Company Inc 

and the CEO of Safeco Group of 

Companies, Dr Joshua Safeck, said 

t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t me n t  w a s               

conceptualised with the Company 

looking for different ways to invest 

in Guyana. 

 

Dr Safeck also informed that the    

Company is seeking to bottle four    

different brands - a multi-line of 

juices, soft drinks, water and beer. 
 

G$700M NBS              

Headquarters 
 

The New Building Society has    

invested G$700M in a new state-of-

the-art headquarters. Construction is 

expected to commence soon. 

 

The four - storey building which 

will be constructed by BK           

International will be situated at the 

junction of North Road and Avenue 

of the Republic.  Completion is due 

in the first quarter of this year. 

 

US$9.5M Water Project 
 

The Governments of Guyana and 

Japan signed an agreement in   

January this year for US$9.5M in 

grant to complete phase two of a 

water project in Region 6 (East   

Berbice/Corentyne). 

 

The project is expected to          

commence in July this year and be 

completed by August 2010. 

 

Phase one covered the area from     

Number 51 Village to Number 78     

Village.  Phase two, still in the          

tendering process, will extend from 

Number 74 Village to Moleson 

Creek. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Judge Shahabuddeen 

elected to ICC 
 

Gu ya nese  j u r i s t  Moha med                 

Shahabuddeen has been elected to 

serve as a judge on the International 

Criminal Court (ICC). 
 

The Coalition for the ICC in a Press 

Statement on 19 January said that     

during the first Resumed Session of 

the Seventh Session of the           

Assembly of States Parties (ASP) at 

the United Nations Headquarters in 

New York, the ASP elected six new 

judges to the ICC Bench. Each of 

the elected judges will serve a term 

of nine years. 
 

Judge Shahabuddeen was elected on 

the first round of voting with 79 

votes and the Japanese candidate 

was second with 72 votes. A total of 

19 candidates contested the election 

for six seats. 
 

During his illustrious career Judge    

Shahabuddeen served in many    

judicial and government positions in 

Guyana. He also served as a Judge 

at the International Court of Justice 

for nine years; as a Judge to the   

International Criminal Tribunal for 

the former Yugoslavia; and as a 

Judge to the International Tribunal 

for Rwanda.  
 

PNC/R congratulates 

President Obama 
 

On his behalf and on behalf of the    

executive, members and supporters 

of his Party, the leader of the main   

opposition Peopleôs National     

Congress Reform (PNC/R), Mr 

R o b e r t  C o r b i n  e x t e n d e d              

congratulations to President Barack 

Obama as he assumed the         

Presidency of the United States of 

America. 

 

 Mr Corbin noted in his message of  

congratulation that President Obama 

had, in his inaugural address,          

demonstrated an impressive              

understanding of the problems         

confronting the USA and the action 

required   for   the  USA   to   not   

only overcome the existing        

challenges but to also renew itself 

and reclaim the high moral ground 

among nations. 

 

The PNC/R leader said he was     

particularly struck by President 

Obamaôs statement: ñTo the people 

of poor nations, we pledge to work 

alongside you to make your farms 

flourish and let clean waters flow; to 

nourish starved bodies and feed 

hungry mindsò. According to Mr 

Corbin, ñthis is encouraging to us, 

as it must also be to the peoples of 

all developing countries, especially 

those of us in the English speaking            

Caribbean, since it signals that,   

under  a  Pres iden t  Obama             

Administration, the United States 

would play an enlightened role for 

the development of less rich         

nationsò.  

 

Berbice River Bridge 

opens 

 
On 23 December 2008, the Berbice 

River Bridge (BRB) was declared 

open by President Bharrat Jagdeo in 

the presence of a large number of 

people gathered at DôEdward       

Village, West Berbice, to witness 

and share this memorable occasion. 

 

Located downstream from the      

existing ferry terminal at Rosignol, 

the bridge starts from DôEdward 

Village and stretches 1.5 kilometres 

across to Crab Island, on to the   

eastern bank of the river where the 

3.5 kilometres approach road has 

been built through the existing  

mangrove swamp on the island.  

The road on the western end at 

DôEdward is 0.8 kilometres long. 

Both roads cost approximately 

US$8.7M to construct.   
 

 

   

GENERAL GENERAL GENERAL 

NEWSNEWSNEWS   
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In his remarks at the opening   

ceremony, President Bharrat     

Jagdeo said ñThis is a national 

project; this is realising the 

dreams of all Guyaneseò.  He     

added, ñIôm very pleased with 

what the bridge will do, not only 

for the people in Berbice but also 

Guyana generally. It would solve 

many of the woes of our people 

and this bridge will form part of 

the network of that vision that 

weôre trying to accomplish, a vi-

sion where Guyana will realise its 

continental destinyò. 

 

New Management Team 

for GUYSUCO 
 

Mini s t e r  o f  Agr i c u l tu r e ,           

Honourable Robert Persaud      

announced at a Press Conference 

on 14 December 2008, that a new 

management team will replace 

Booker Tate at the Guyana Sugar 

Corporation (GuySuCo), from 31 

March 2009. 

 

Former Finance Director, Mr 

Errol Hanoman, was appointed the 

new Chief Executive and will take 

up his position on 14 February 

2009. 

 

The Minister informed that        

agreement was reached with 

Booker Tate Ltd to replace the 

corporate management agreement 

with a technical support services 

agreement. 

 

It was further announced that Dr 

Nanda Gopaul was appointed to 

head an Interim Board at Guysuco 

before the new management team 

takes over. The Interim Board has 

been mandated to develop and 

present to the shareholders within 

one month, a ñBlueprint for     

Successò on the turnaround plan 

that will detail a set of strategies 

over the next 2-3 years, designed 

to improve the corporation. 

 

Activities related to the            

development of the ñBlueprint for 

Successò  include  reviewing  cost 

governmentôs long-term drainage 

and irrigation plan for the Region. It 

was decided, however, that as a   

result of extraordinarily heavy    

rainfall over the last few years, it 

was imperative for the project to be 

given immediate priority. 
 

The release of excess water from the 

EDWC through the Maduni Creek 

has resulted in enormous flooding 

and damage to farmers living in the 

Region ï Mahaica, Mahaicony and 

the Abary. 

 

The Canal is expected to be        

completed by June 2010. 

 

US$60M Telecommunica-

tions Investment 
 

The Guyana Telephone and       

Telegraph Company (GT&T) and 

Telesur of Suriname signed an 

agreement on 29 December 2008 

investing more than US$60M to lay 

another fibre-optic cable for        

telecommunications traffic to serve 

both countries. 

 

The Suriname-Guyana Submarine 

Cable System (SG-SCS) which is 

scheduled to go into operation in 

2010 will allow for the two        

countries to be linked through a 

1,200 kilometre submarine fibre 

optic cable connected to a world-

wide network of similar cables 

through a landing station in       

Trinidad. The cable will run from 

Chaguaramas in Trinidad to a 

branching unit in the Atlantic from 

where one spur will be diverted to 

Georgetown and a second to      

Paramaribo. 

 

The Chief Executive Officer of 

GT&T said: ñWith this investment, 

both Guyana and Suriname will be 

on equal footing with the most    

developed countries in terms of   

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  o f  t h e i r                    

telecommunications connectivity, 

providing unlimited and secure 

bandwidth for business operationsò. 

 

In    welcoming    the     agreement,  

saving initiatives such as reducing 

cost per hectare; enhanced cane 

production performance; the       

progress of the Chinese contractor 

on completing the tests on the new 

Skeldon sugar factory; tackling 

wastage and corruption; relocation 

of the Head Office to Albion from 

Ogle; effective implementation of 

the management reorganisation; 

mechanisation of operations;       

increased production; and the sale 

of packaged sugar. 

 

The Minister said that the key     

feature of the restructuring is the 

grouping of the eight sugar estates 

into two Regions ï Demerara and 

Berbice. The Demerara Region 

comprises Enmore, LBI, Uitvlugt 

and Wales, while the Berbice      

Region includes Albion, Blairmont 

and Rose Hall. The Skeldon       

Factory will continue to operate 

independently. 

 

Restructuring of the industry has its 

origin in the decline of sugar       

production from 325,000 tonnes in 

2004 to 226,000 tonnes last year.  It 

is projected that in 2009 production 

will be about 290,000. 

 

The Minister said that the decline in 

sugar production has been blamed 

on several factors over the past four 

years, and was aggravated by the 

delay in the commissioning of the 

new factory at Skeldon in East    

Berbice. 

 

G$3B Project to Prevent 

Flooding 
 

The Government, on 6 January,   

announced a G$3B Canal (Hope/

Dochfour) project to channel excess 

water from the East Demerara    

Water Conservancy (EDWC) direct 

into the Atlantic Ocean. Digging 

the six and a half mile canal is 

aimed at easing pressure on the   

conservancy dam. 

 

The opening of a new outlet from 

the EDWC direct to the Atlantic 

Ocean   h a s   been    part    of    the  



5 

The technical institute in Region 3 

will be situated at Leonora while 

the other will be in the town of 

Experiment on the West Coast of 

Berbice. 

 

 

US$67M Caribbean     

Development Fund 
 

Financial  Adviser  to the        

CARICOM Secretary General, Dr 

Maurice Oddle, told local and   

regional media representatives at 

the Secretariatôs annual end of the 

year Video Conference, that the 

US$67M start-up money allocated 

to the CARICOM Development 

Fund to assist Caribbean states in 

the process of integration into the 

Single Market and Economy 

(SME) will be made available by 

mid 2009 to those states that    

require financial aid. 

 

Mr Oddle stated that a number of 

member states have already       

requested assistance and these are 

being reviewed and will be       

assessed very soon. He however 

cautioned that the Fund is in its 

operational phase with the        

appointment of key figures to the 

Board.  

 

 

LAC Summit  
 

President Bharrat Jagdeo was 

among 33 Leaders who signed the 

Final Declaration at the First   

Summit of Latin America and the 

Caribbean (LAC) on Integration 

and Development. The Summit 

was held on 17 December 2008 in 

Brazil. 

 

Signalling their conviction in the 

Declaration that poli t ical ,          

economic, social and cultural    

integration is necessary if         

sustainable development and     

social welfare of  their peoples are              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to be advanced, the Heads of State 

also reaffirmed their commitment to 

defend sovereignty and the right of 

every State to build its own political 

system, free of threats, aggressions 

and coercive unilateral measures in 

an atmosphere of peace, stability,     

justice, democracy and respect to 

human right. 

 

The document reiterates the       

commitment to build a more just 

international order, equitative and 

harmonious, founded on the respect 

of international law and the UN 

Charter principles, among them the 

equal sovereignty of the States and 

peaceful solution of differences. 

 

Further to the emphasis by Heads 

for urgent cooperation efforts,     

and regional integration in the    

energy sector to face the severe   

imbalances between supply and  

demand of    energy in the world, 

the Summit concluded with a call by 

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula 

da Silva to boost integration and                

d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h o u t  t h e              

interference of extra-regional     

powers. Accordingly, Heads         

reiterated the need to boost          

cooperation and solidarity tools for 

differential treatment to the most 

vulnerable economies and to reject 

unilateral coercive measures. 
 

On 16 December, President      

Jagdeo addressed the Summit and 

repeated calls for LAC countries 

to agree on a common course of 

action as it relates to the climate 

c h a n g e  p h e n o m e n o n  i n           

preparation for the upcoming 

meeting of world leaders on the 

issue in Copenhagen.  
 

In emphasising the importance of 

adaptation in dealing with climate 

change, President Jagdeo         

highlighted the risk posed by   

hurr i canes  to  Car ibbean         

countries where a single one can 

result in the loss of more than 50 

percent of a countryôs GDP. 

 

 

  

President Bharrat Jagdeo said that 

the government expects that the 

SG-SCS will significantly        

improve the reliability and quality 

of the current systems and        

services. 

 

The integrated cable system will 

have the potential capacity of  

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e                           

telecommunications bandwidth 

by 3,000 to 4,000 times more than 

what is currently available 

through the Americas 11 cable in 

the Atlantic, off the coast of 

French Guiana, as well as through 

satellite links. 

 

 

IDB approves US$15M 
 

In December 2008, a statement 

from the Government Information 

Agency (GINA) said that the   

Exceut ive  Board  of  the             

Inter-American Development 

Bank (IDB) approved US$15M 

for the Financial Sector Reform 

Programme for Guyana. 

 

The loan to be provided over a 

three-year period, will also be 

accompanied by the provision of 

technical  cooperation and        

assistance to further strengthen 

the private sector. 
 

US$7.5M CDB loan 
 

The Board of Directors of the 

Caribbean Development Bank 

(CDB) has approved a soft loan 

of US$7.5M to the Government 

of Guyana to assist in enhancing  

access to Technical  and          

Vocational Education and      

Training (TVET). 

 

The loan will provide for the    

construction of two technical    

institutes in Regions 3 (Essequibo 

Islands-West Demerara) and 5 

(Mahaica-Berbice). Initially, 400 

students will benefit from the    

project. 

  



6 

 

Several questions were asked by 

MPs in attempts to ascertain the      

circumstances that led to the     

establishment of the Peopleôs 

Temple. These include the amount 

of weapons available to the      

Peopleôs Temple and if licences 

were issued to its members, and 

the immigration status of those 

United States citizens at the    

Temple. 

 

It was revealed that there were no 

records to indicate, inter alia, how 

many Guyanese were killed in the     

massacre, if any children were 

born to members of the cult while 

they were in Guyana, the           

discrepancy in the number of   

passports found compared with 

the number of bodies and what 

had become of approximately 

US$1M in cash and jewellery   

recovered from the settlement   

after the massacre. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Under phase two of the 

I n t e r - A m e r i c a n        

Development Bank 

(IDB) funded Unserved 

Areas Electrification 

Programme (UAEP), 

approximately 6000 

households are to     

receive electricity. The 

programme which is 

jointly funded by the 

Guyana Government 

and the IDB, will     

provide electricity to 

communities in Regions 

2 ( P o m e r o o n /

S u p e n a a m ) , 3 

(Essequibo Islands/

West Demerara), 4 

(Demerara/Mahaica), 5 

(Mahaica/Berbice), 6 

( E a s t  B e r b i c e /

Corentyne), and 7 

(Cuyuni/Mazaruni) this 

year. 

 

¶ A US$200,000 contract 

w a s  s i g n e d  i n           

D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 8         

between the United   

Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) 

a n d  I w o k r a m a           

International Centre for 

Rainforest Conservation 

and Development to 

initiate phase two of the 

G u y a n a  S h i e l d          

Initiative. 

 

¶ Eighteen  s tudents 

graduated from the Art 

Williams and Harry 

Wendt Aeronautical 

Engineering School at 

the Institutionôs 10th 

Graduation, Induction 

and Prize Giving     

Ceremony held at Ogle 

Airport. The school, the   

 

New Army Base for  

Essequibo 
 

Head of the Presidential  Secretariat, 

Dr Roger Luncheon, announced that 

a new army base, estimated at     

approximately G$23.8M, is to be 

built at Anna   Regina,   Essequibo. 

 

Dr Luncheon also announced that 

the armyôs air corps will have some 

maintenance work done at the cost 

of G$25.4M and the wharf at the 

armyôs Ruimveldt Coast Guard       

headquarters will also be extended 

to the tune of G$25.6M. 
 

 

UG Students Graduate 
 

One thousand four hundred and 

twenty three students received     

certificates at the University of 

Guyanaôs (UG) 42nd Convocation 

held on 13 December 2008. The 

students graduated in various       

disciplines: Agriculture and        

Forestry; Health Sciences; Natural 

Sc iences ;  Socia l  Sc iences ;        

Technology; Education and        

Humanities; School of Earth and                

Environmental Sciences. A number 

of students also graduated from the 

Institute of Distance and Continuing 

Education.  
 

 

 

No Records available on 

Jones Town 
 

 

During the December sitting of the 

National Assembly, Minister of  

Finance, Hon. Dr Ashni Singh, told 

members of Parliament that no   

records are available to show how            

permission was granted for the    

importation of goods and supplies, 

including arms, ammunition and 

poison, to the Jonestown settlement   

in the North West District in Region 

1 (Barima-Waini). 

 

 

 

NEWS IN NEWS IN NEWS IN    

BRIEFBRIEFBRIEF   

 
N O T I C E  

 
Guyana High      
Commission  

 
New E -mail           

address:  
 

 

guyanahc1@btconnect.com 

 
Website address:  

 
guyanahc.com  
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¶ The Tapakuma Cassava     

Factory on the Essequibo 

C o a s t  h a s  r e c e i v e d 

G$500,000 from the Tri-Lake 

          Farmers     A s s o c i a t i o n              

          revolving   fund.   The money     

          will boost production capacity  

          and  create  more employment 

          for Amerindian  women in the  

          community. 

 

¶ Paramakatoi in Region 8 

(Potaro/Siparuni) now has its 

first resident doctor. This was 

p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h                 

collaboration between the 

Governments of Guyana and 

Cuba. 

 

¶ The Ministry of Amerindian 

Affairs in December 2008, 

handed over a G$7.3M tractor  

to  three  neighbour ing       

communities in Region 9 

( U p p e r  T a k a t u / U p p e r       

Essequibo), to facilitate      

agricultural production. 

 

¶ Prime Minister Samuel Hinds 

commissioned a G$40M    

water project at Moblissa, 

Region 10 (Upper Demerara/

Berbice). The project is to 

assist with redevelopment of 

the area. 

 

¶ The National Opthalmology 

Hospital at Port Mourant, 

Berbice, has commenced 

screening patients for cataract 

and pterygium to create a  

database of patients for      

surgeries when the facility 

becomes fully operational 

during the first quarter of this 

year. 

 

¶ In February the Ministry of 

Agriculture launched the 

US$6M Rural Enterprise and 

Agriculture Development 

Project (READ). The READ 

project will complement a 

US$20.9M soft loan ap-

proved by the Inter-American        

Development Bank last year       

 

 

          to    s u p p o r t   Guyanaôs  

         agricultural  e x p o r t  and     

         diversification initiatives. 

 
¶ In February, the Minister of 

Education commissioned a 

n e w  s t a t e -o f - t h e -a r t 

G$368.8M Secondary 

School, at Diamond, on the 

East Bank of Demerara. 

 

¶ In February, Justice of   

Appe a l  Mr  Char l e s      

Ramson, SC was sworn in 

by President Jagdeo as 

Guyanaôs new Attorney 

General (AG) and Minister 

of Legal Affairs.  Minister 

Ramson replaced Mr 

Doodnauth Singh who    

retired at the end of     

January 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENING  HOURS 
 

     Monday to Friday:   

   9.30 a.m.  - 2.30 p.m. 
 

 

BIRTH, DEATH &    

 MARRIAGE   

  CERTIFICATE  
 

These certificates are issued by 

the Registrar General in Guyana 

whose     address is:  
  

The Registrar General, General       

Register Office, General Post    

Office Building, Georgetown, 

GUYANA.  
 

An application form should be 

completed and posted to the    

Registrar General  together with a 

postal order for two pounds 

(£2.00) made payable to the    

Registrar General and crossed. 

This amount covers the fee and 

return  registered  postage. 

 

 

 

           only  one  in  the  Caribbean,     

          has   been  operated  by   the 

         Aircraft  Owners Association   

          of  Guyana  since  1991,  and  
         has been  approved and certified    

           by the Civil Aviation Authorities    

           in the region. 

 

¶ Guyanaôs El Dorado 3-year-old 

cask aged rum has been voted 

the best white rum in the world 

by the Beverage Testing Institute 

in Chicago, USA. This is the 

fifth top award for Demerara 

Distilleries Limited. 
 

¶ The National Library in 

Georgetown, previously 

known as the Public Free   

Library, will be celebrating 

its centenary this year. 

Opened in September 1909, 

with funding from the US 

ph i l anthropi s t  Andrew       

Carnegie, it was one of five 

establishments of its kind in 

the West Indies in the 1880s. 

 

¶  Dr Balwant Singh Hospital, 

located in Georgetown, is 

now offering infertile couples 

the opportunity to bear       

children through artificial 

insemination, technically 

k n o w n  a s  I n  V i t r o             

Fertilisation (IVF). 

 

¶ In January 2009, 19 nurses 

graduated with the Bachelor 

of Science (BSc) Degree in 

nursing from the University 

of Guyana. The Government 

has intensified the training 

programme for nurses to meet 

the demands at the new     

h o s p i t a l s  i n  L i n d e n ,           

Mabaruma, New Amsterdam 

and Lethem. 

 

¶ T h e  Go v e r n me n t  h a s          

allocated G$350M for the 

National Training Project for 

Youth Empowerment which 

is now in its second year. The 

3-year project reaches out to 

approximately 5,250 young 

people between the ages of 16 

to 25 years. 

 

PASSPORT AND PASSPORT AND PASSPORT AND 

CONSULARCONSULARCONSULAR   

MATTERSMATTERSMATTERS   
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REGISTRATION AS A 

CITIZEN OF   GUYANA 

OF A CHILD BORN 

ABROAD TO A         

GUYANESE PARENT 
 

The following must be sent to 

the Registrar General at:  
 

The General Register Office,  

General Post Office Building, 

Georgetown,  Guyana. 
 

Telephone:   00592 226 4575 
 

Fax:          00592 227 6861 
 
 

(a) Childôs original Birth    

Certificate together with       

official translation if  it is not 

in the English Language.  
 

(b) Copy of birth certificate of         

Guyanese parent. 
 

(c) Fee of £2.00 payable by 

postal    order to the  Registrar 

General. Euros are not          

acceptable. It is advisable that 

a bank draft for US$5.00 be 

sent if  applicant is living 

abroad.  
 

                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                    

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 It is important to enter accurate             

i n fo rma t ion  on  t he  form,              

particularly the exact place of birth 

in Guyana, that is, street, hospital or  

village. 

 
It is advised that a covering letter be 

sent stating very clearly the address 

in the United Kingdom to which the 

certificate should be returned. 

 
Forms can be uplifted from the 

Guyana High Commission,      

London. 

 
(GUYANA)  

 
Telephone 
 

00592 225 7561 or 00592 226 4575 

 
Fax:  00592 227 6861 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                               

(d) Letter to the Registrar General         

requesting that the child be registered as 

a citizen of Guyana and that the appro-

priate birth certificate be posted to the 

address of the parent. It is important to 

write your address clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Caribbean Hindu Cultural      Soci-

ety invites you to the following events 

for 2009: 

 

1. EVENT: Holi (Phagwah) 
 

    DATE: Wednesday, 11th March 
 

    TIME: 7.30pm 

 

2. EVENT: Ramnowmi 
 

    DATE: Friday, 3rd April  
 

    TIME: 12.00pm & 7.30pm 

 

3. EVENT: Krishna Janamashtmi 
 

    DATE: Friday, 14th August 
 

    TIME: 7.30pmð12.30am 

 

4. EVENT: Diwali (Laxmi Puja)  
 

    DATE: Saturday, 17th October 
 

    TIME: 7.30pm 
 

The venue for these activities will be at: 

The Caribbean Hindu Cultural    Society 

16 Ostade Road, Brixton Hill, London, 

SW2  
 

Contact:  Mr Deonarine Singh  

               President  

Telephone :  01-674 0755 

******************  
The friends of Marsha Phoenix         

Memorial Trust invite you to the       

following events: 

 

1. EVENT:Annual Fundraising                            

           Dinner 
 

DATE: Thursday, 5th    March 
 

TIME: 6.30 for 7pm 
 

VENUE: Lewisham College Phoenix 

Restaurant, Lewisham Way. 

 

2. EVENT: Memorial  

                   Lecture 
 

DATE: Tuesday, 5 May 
 

TIME: 6 to 8pm 
 

VENUE: Ian Guilard Lecture 

Theatre Goldsmiths College, 

New Cross 

 

3. EVENT: House of Lords 

Tea 
 

DATE: Tuesday, 9th June 
 

VENUE: House of Lords 

Westminster, SW1 0AA 

 

4. EVENT: Sybil Phoenix 

birthday fundraiser (Garden 

Party) 
 

DATE: Sunday, 21 June 
 

VENUE: Tressillian Road, 

                SE4  

 

5. EVENT: Lunch 

    Only 20 places available 
 

DATE: Monday, 29 June 
 

VENUE: House of Lords 

Westminster, SW1 0AA 
 

Tickets for all events are 

available from Marsha     

Phoenix Memorial Trust 
 

For further information about 

any of these events, please call 
 

0208 691 5911 

0208 692 9214 

   NOTICENOTICENOTICE    
   
   

PLEASE DROP IN!PLEASE DROP IN!PLEASE DROP IN!   
 

We have available at the 

H i g h  C o mmi s s i o n    

internet news; video    

cassettes on  eco-tourism 

a n d  c u l t u r a l               

programmes; and other  

literature.  

 

The High Commission is 

open from Monday to 

Friday: 09:30 hrs to 

17:30 hrs. 

DIARY OFDIARY OFDIARY OF   

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS   


